BLAKE NEWS

SUMMER 2012

Resignation of Dr Cattermole
As many readers will know Dr Cattermole resigned as
Honorary Curator in mid-June. He was instrumental in
driving forward the refurbishment of the Museum since
2009. Without his foresight and expertise the
volunteers could never have achieved all they have
done. The Town and Museum owe him a massive debt.
Tony Woolrich is Acting Honorary Curator, and Esther
Checketts and Mike Searle are Acting Honorary
Deputy Curators
Displays
The exhibition about Kings and Queens in Bridgwater
from King Harold to Queen Elizabeth II was followed by
one about the Bridgwater & Albion Rugby Club. This
has been followed in August by one about West
Country Pirates and in September by one about Dr
Morgan's and Haygrove Schools.
Museum's records
A start has been made sorting through the unaccessioned papers in the Museum with a view to
assembling in one place all the papers relating to the
management of the Museum. Some of the earlier
records dating from when the Museum was founded in
1926 have already been catalogued.
Consultants
Two consultants visited the Museum on Monday 2 July,
one to discuss the textiles collection and the other the
photographic collection, the latter with a view to
obtaining a Lottery grant to conserve it. Their reports
are awaited.
Long term planning for displays
A) We have made a start at planning for a series of
exhibitions to commemorate the 1914-1918 war.
B) The photographic record that has been made of the
textiles and clothing collection has disclosed what a
wealth of material there is, much of it Victorian and
Edwardian. It appears to be in reasonable condition
and has never been on display. We are working around
a suggestion that maybe the objects in the Bygones
room could be stored and the cases used to display
selected items, perhaps for the 2013 season.
Building works
A) Brian Withers has built the retaining wall in the
upper garden, and the gardeners are planting up the
bed formed there. This has involved digging out
massive tree roots.

B) A contractor has fitted drain grids outside the two
fire doors, one from the hall and the other from the
kitchen, and has re-bedded loose flagstones in the
upper garden
C) The remainder of the Museum roof is shortly to be
refurbished.
Social networking
The Facebook group BridgwaterPast'n'Present (which
has 7500+ members) is monitored regularly and
frequently updated with Museum news.
Fundraising
In recent weeks the Museum Friends have been very
successful at fund-raising, with £183 at a pub quiz
night, some £400 in takings at the Band concerts, and
still more at the Coffee Mornings and donations.
We are planning to have a PayPal button on the FOBM
website so that well-wishers can make donations to the
Friends.
From next March we are having the grant cut, with only
the Town Council money being paid. While this will
cover the essential bills like electricity and insurance, it
will not cover operating costs and capital expenditure.
It is essential that funds are raised for this, so it is vital
that every effort is made by the Friends to increase
income. There is a danger of being unable to meet our
commitments in the three-year plan. If we don't do it
nobody else will!
This could be through more fund raising events such
as those we already do, but grants for special projects
could be sought, as could be legacies. Volunteers with
particular administrative, financial or legal skills would
be valuable. If you know any likely candidates we
would like to hear from you.

Ichthyosaur display
The fossil Ichthyosaur has been framed and mounted on the
wall in the Bridgwater room. It was one of the first exhibits of
the Museum, being bought in 1925 for £2.2s.6d. Ichthyosaurs
flourished between 245 and 90 million years ago. The framing
has been paid for by the Friends.

Tuesday, 9 October
Annual General Meeting
Papers are being posted with this Newsletter. Please make every
effort to attend

SHUT DOWN
The Museum is closing on Sat 10 November for the Winter
closure and reopening Tues 12 February 2013 (Half Term
week) and remain open as normal. This will be a month earlier
than in previous years
Unlike last year the Museum will not be opening on Saturdays
during the shut down. Projects will include fitting up the
archaeology gallery with new cases, installing new racking in
the picture store, and re-organising the Bygones room. The
usual cataloguing, painting and refurbishment work will also be
done. The Works programme can be seen on the office notice
board.

The late W. Seymour Blake
Emma and Mrs Jackson (not forgetting
the mangle and the cat)
These exhibits have been moved from the shop to the
Bridgwater room so that a table and some chairs can go in the
shop as a volunteers' rest area.

We are sorry to report the death of W. Seymour Blake, MA ,TD,
of South Petherton, Somerset, at home on Wednesday 16 May
2012, aged 93.
He was the senior member of the Blake family in Somerset and
took a great interest in the Museum. His father had attended
the opening in 1926.
Seymour Blake himself opened Blake School in the 1950s, and
was present at the launch of the Blake 350 celebrations in
2007.

The late John Willcocks

As we go to press, we are sorry to report the death in hospital,
on Friday 24 August, of John Willcocks, aged 56.
John was a long-standing member of the Museum Friends,
and until 2011 a Committee member, responsible for
organising the talks programme. He was an active member of
the Bridgwater Garrison.

Other exhibitions this year
Tuesday 3 April onwards
The Bridgwater Franciscan Friary Gallery Exhibition
Tuesday 10 September to Saturday 6 October
Dr Morgan to Haygrove - A History of the School

Blake Gardens Band Concerts 2012
Sunday 9 September: Bandstand Marathon starting at
1.00pm. Refreshments available from the museum
Forthcoming talks programme
Tuesday, 11 September
David Sebborn
Such an unquiet spirit – the rumbustious life of
Benjamin Blake

The cremation will be at Taunton Crematorium on Tuesday, 11
September at 1.00pm.
Our thoughts are with John's family at this sad time.
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